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called idea-ism or even mentalism or subjectivism. It is confusing
to call it idealism. Where no ideal reality is posited, then does
the controversy between what are usually called idealism and
realism make its appearance. Further, the starting-point is mis-
takenly regarded as decisive. One who starts with mind and its ideas
calls himself an idealist, and another who starts with the belief
in material objects existing without any relation to mind calls
himself a realist. But neither can be wholly just in his contentions,
as both must be one-sided in their arguments. The value of the
principle esse ispercipi can be nothing more than that of a reaction
against the neglect of mind and its contribution to the structure
of what we call the world.

The question why only a philosophy that posits an ideal reality
should be called idealism, and not the theory which holds that
physical objects are mental existences, is one of etymology, and
may be left to the philologists to decide. We propose to call it so,
because what is called idealism exhibits that general tendency in
the history of European philosophy, and epistemological idealism
is only a partial treatment of the problem. However the word
might have originated, the idea which it means gets new content
by being interconnected with several other concepts, and, in the
course of the history of its development, may get new significance,
more profound than what it was at the beginning. We have
shown, in this chapter, what forms idealism has taken, and what
form it should take if its general tendency is pushed to its farthest
extreme. It may be that idealism may take many new forms in
the future. But the highest form it can ever take is some absolutism.
We should naturally understand idealism in the light of its highest
form. And this is never opposed to realism. Realism, like the
esse est percipi theory, is only a half-hearted speculation, which
does not folly recognize its implications and their significance and,
therefore, gives us a philosophy stunted in appearance.
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